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Psychological and family dynamics among patients with
conversion and dissociative disorders. An- in depth clinical
study

Dr. Talaat Pasha Hakim
Lecturer of Psychology - Faculty of Arts - Ain Shams University

Abstract:-

The current study aims to reveal the psychological and family dynamics among
patients with conversion and dissociative disorders (hysteria) in a sample of
one family whose members have had various types of hysteria. The researcher
used the clinical method to reveal the distinctive psychological and family
dynamics of patients. The sample consisted of three cases from the same
family: the father, aged 50 years, who was medically diagnosed with
conversion hysteria, the daughter, aged 19 years, who was medically diagnosed
with a state of hysterical fainting, and apparent spasms in the extremities, and
the youngest son,aged 14 years who was medically diagnosed with a case of
dissociative hysteria. The tools: A clinical interview, the T.A.T, the K.F.D, and
the semantics of drawing a person in the H.T.P. The most important results
were: Self-image is characterized by hysterical, exhibitionistic, paranoid,
aggressive, and anxious features. There is also fixation on the mother with the
absence or disruption of the father's function, and Oedipal conflicts are
common and repeated in cases. Family dynamics, in their deep psychological
content, among all family members, are characterized by a pattern of
aggression, multiplicity of roles, and the exchange of roles. There are also
prominent clinical symptoms in cases of hysteria or conversion and
dissociative disorders, the most important of which are: anxiety, depression,
hypochondria, and self-harm.

key words:(Psychological dynamics - family interactions - conversion and
dissociative disorders - hysteria)
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